Intentlonal Resource Seleétlon
in Early Education

Andrew Davis

Director, Follett Early Learning

© 2014 Andrew Davis




In today's| wERINAR

Understand the value of INt@NtION when researching and
selecting resources for play and learning

Learn the process of Intentional Resource Selection
and how to apply it
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Materlals for Play and Learnlng

J Comprehenswe & Supplemental programs (commeraally produced) :
» Teacher-created materials for instruction

» Manipulatives

» Books

» Games or learning toys

» Technology for student or teacher use
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& |Why focus on

the materials?
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They matter.
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Child

Each child has unique interests, styles of
learning and language/cultural needs.

Family
Creates the construct of the child’s culture and
value system.

Community

Supports the family by reinforcing values and
cultural’ideals.

Program
Supports the child’s development through
appropriate play, curriculum and instruction.

Tools & Materials for Learning
Supports the program’s high quality and
developmentally appropriate practices.
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tlmated $3 Billion™
pent on learning
a‘erlals from birth — 3

m
! ’grade. -%
y — "'!
4 ;‘ 4 | ,ﬁ
: 4 .. St;‘t , 2011 g v

‘SoLIrces; National Ce nter for E
5 2 ”PKl\ikt

! MRNtl al Survey of Pr KP ograms, 2010
_ 4
©)2014 Andr wD t




Less than 50% of early
educators surveyed have a
plan for acquiring literacy-
|related resources.

*Source: 2013 NAEYC Annual Conference Survey
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Lack of Planning leads to:

 Inefficient use of funds

- Desire to create/consume quick,
easy "one-size fits all” solutions

« 'Class’ focus vs ‘child’ focus




What would a proper plan
look like?




Intentional Resource Selectlon
deﬁw\e“\O‘.\Q“ .‘ : : e LR

Process of seIectlng materials and reources f play |
and learning that are high quality, have a distinct

purpose and support the teaching and
learning ofte children served.
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Know the Goal
Act with each child in mind
Ongoing evaluation
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What can we learn from librarians?

« Process for managing various media in cycles —
constantly adding/constantly weeding

- Constantly learning how to better support their
population

 Disciplined in finding value from limited funding
resources
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' look at the process
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Intentional Resource Selection

Research

&l Child Information

Implement
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I have no : N o~ I have what

materials I need and
and no the means
money! to get more!

A\
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Intentional Resource Selection

What do you want to accomplish?
Which children will be impacted? How?
What do we know about those children?
Is my goal consistent with my
organization’s mission?

« What would implementation look like?
 How will success be measured?
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Intentional Resource Selection

« What do I own that can help me accomplish the goal?
Assess the quality of existing materials.

« Where can I turn for advice or recommendations from
someone pursuing a similar goal for similar children?

- What are my constraints? (Time/budget)

« Who on my team can help with this process?
(Parents/Teachers/Administrators/Librarians/
Consultants/Vendors)

- What should be prioritized?

39S
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* Maintain a consideration file 0 9
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Intentional Resource Selection

« When would make the most sense to implement
based on my existing lesson plans?

Who can help with implementation?

What needs to be communicated during the
process? Who needs to know?

Implement
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Intentional Resource Selection

Are results as expected?

Is training/additional support is needed?

Who needs to know about the results?

Schedule on-going conversations with stakeholders.
What can be learned from this experience?

If the goal was not achieved, what role did the
materials play? Is it time to reassess the goal or
revisit the other steps?
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Intentional Resource Selection

Research

&l Child Information

Implement
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Final Thoughts

- Materials Matter.

« Aim for supporting each child at an individual level

rather than a class level.

Know your Goal.

Act with Each Child in Mlnd

Constantly Evaluate.

Quantity and Quality of materials vary across

programs. Budgets vary. Value is the Key.

 More research is needed into the impact of
materials.
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