Is Your Classroom a Creative Math Environment?
Angela Eckhoff/ aeckhoff@odu.edu

Classroom Components Teacher Actions
Role of the teacher e Develop a supportive environment for playful learning,

experimentation, and risk taking.
e Closely observe children’s play and exploration, using
formative assessments.
e Ask thoughtful questions and provide provocations to expand
and clarify children’s thinking.

Structure of mathematics ¢ Provide opportunities for individual and group experiences.
lessons and experiences  Maintain flexible scheduling for lesson lengths based on
children’s responses and interests.

e Provide for repeated mathematics experiences.

e Promote opportunities for children to make their thinking
visible (using concrete manipulatives, math journals, digital
photography, and so on).

e Extend familiar lessons and concepts to build proficiency and
flexibility of student understanding.

CREATIVE
INVESTIGATIONS
IN EARLY MATH

Angela Eckhoff, PhD




