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A Guide to Nature-
Based Pedagogy for 
Early Childhood 
Programs
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Examples of things not included in state benchmarks:

• Experiences a sense of joyful connection to the natural world.

• Demonstrates a sense of ecological identity, kinship, and respect for the 
natural world by acknowledging how they connect to the land/place 
through finding common threads between self, environment, culture, 
and community.

• Engages in activities that show empathy and promote a sense of 
contribution and stewardship to their environment through sustainable 
or caring actions. 
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Pedagogy

Program Philosophy

Framework

Documentation

Assessment

Heather Fox, MLS Megan Gessler, M.Ed. Amanda Higgins, M.Ed.

Dr. Anne Meade Dr. Claire Warden Sheila Williams Ridge, MA
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Working together
• Assess needs
• Deliverables
• Start Somewhere
• Feedback
• Evolution

Who is this for?

Everyone (it’s free)

• Policy makers

• Administrators

• Practitioners

• Providers

• Caregivers

• CHILDREN

Tell us about yourselves
- What is your role?

- Policy makers

- Administrators

- Practitioners

- Providers

- Caregivers

- Other
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“In (western) 
education we have the 
three R’s. What’s 
drummed into us is 
reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. But I say 
there are four R’s, 
which are relationship, 
responsibility, respect, 
and resonance” 

(The Green Interview, 2009).
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“Kinship is rooted in a deep kind of knowing that includes, but 

goes beyond, cognitive understanding. Humans, like other living 

things, are social beings. We live in relationship to others, not 

just with other humans, but with the entire natural world.” 
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What is the goal?

• Call to action

• International dialog

• Story collecting

• Inspiration

Early years qualified teacher

Academic researcher, lecturer, policy developer

National Coordinator: ECE Centres of Innovation

Co-Founder and Pedagogical Leader, Daisies Early Education & Care Centre

Wellington, New Zealand

Anne Meade, PhD 

Tell us about your context:
- Where are you based 

(urban/rural/suburban)
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NZ’s early childhood curriculum, Te Whāriki

• New Zealand ECE providers use 
Te Whāriki, Early Childhood Curriculum 
(2017)

• It is framed using concepts drawn from te 
ao Māori (indigenous knowledge)

• Teams have to weave their own 
whāriki/curriculum, like a mat 

• Emphasis: Strengthening children’s 
positive dispositions and working theories

• Our degree-qualified teachers embrace the 
inclusion of Māori culture and language

Daisies Early Education Centres

Two centres side by side, total of 17 educators:

• 30 infants and toddlers

• 30 young children aged 3-5 years

Daisies Values, since 2008:

• Respect for people and the environment

• Kaitiakitanga/ guardianship of the Earth

• Manaakitanga – welcoming, kind, caring and 
trustworthy

• Enthusiasm for learning by children, teachers 
and families

Learning IN nature:
Agency Planting a fruit tree

Daisies Early 
Education
www.daisies.co.nz

Also, search Youtube: 
“Imagine a classroom 
without walls”
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Daisies – a finalist in the NZ 
Prime Minister’s awards for 
excellence in teaching and 
learning: for our Nature 
Explore curriculum

• Daisies is a loving, engaging and 
pleasing place of learning for all  
babies and children, parents and 
teachers.

• We create a culture of teaching 
and learning practices at Daisies 
and in nature that is connected 
to our local community and 
beyond.

Daisies teachers’ lens is framed 
by an indigenous world view

• Daisies aims to become a Gold-status 
Enviro-school; highly-prized

• The Enviro-schools framework is  based on 
Māori concepts, and on:

• Learning about nature )
• Learning in nature         )   Also in EKG
• Learning for nature       )
And Daisies must do more than that.

• Using the Environmental Kinship Guide 
(EKG) gives Daisies a lift - the EK Guide’s 
adds Learning with nature and focuses on 
Kinship

Learning With Nature

Daisies goal:

• Children will develop a love of and 
sense of responsibility for nature; 
they will understand kaitiakitanga 
(guardianship) of mother nature

Awareness of a spiritual relationship 
with the natural world
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Learning With Nature

• “Learning with nature is defined as forming a kinship with the natural 
world” (Environmental Kinship Guide, 2022)

• Kinship is rooted in a deep kind of knowing, going beyond cognitive 
knowing. It involves developing a warm relationship with nature, 
participation, connection and spirituality

• Humans are ecological beings; kinship recognizes this reality 

• Kinship recognises humans and the rest of nature are interdependent

• Kinship relationships involve guardianship, involve kaitiakitanga.

Learning WITH nature

● Relationship
● Participation
● Connection 
● Spirituality

Connection: 
Developing a sense of 
place – planting a 
tree

Participation:
Experiencing 
problems  and 
success

EKG: Learning About Nature
Defined as the study of the natural world: inquiry, study and initiative

Daisies goals for learning about
nature:

1. Children will develop working 
theories and scientific knowledge 
associated with the natural 
environment (birds, plants, insects, 
stream life and land formation)

Study
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Wonder

Height, distance, gradient

EKG links to Daisies 
goals for learning 
about nature:
2. Children will develop spatial concepts 

associated with the outdoors.

EKG: Learning In Nature
Defined as the affordances provided in nature

Environmental Kinship Guide:

- Accessibility

- Exploration

- Engagement 

- Agency.

Daisies goals In Nature:

Children will grow in confidence as 
explorers and leaders; they will 
strengthen their resilience.

Exploration

Engagement

Agency

EKG: Learning for nature
Defined as recognising human’s 
reciprocal connection with the rest 
of the world

Daisies goal: 

• Children will develop a love and 
sense of responsibility for nature, 
understanding kaitiakitanga
(guardianship).

• Environmental Kinship Guide:

• Guardianship

• Responsibility

• Sustainability

Sustainability:
Picking up trash so it won’t wash 
into neighborhood streams
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Kinship < > Guardianship 

• “The term guardianship positions 
humans not as owners of the 
natural world but as its carers and 
protectors. 

• “Our objective is to inspire 
educators to think outside 
classroom walls and into a space 
that allows for deep exploration and 
engagement with nature … to foster 
a deep and lasting kinship between 
children and nature.”
(Environmental Kinship Guide)
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Kia ora, Amanda. What an exciting and special adventure you had with Henry in Tarikākā. He 

definitely loves the great outdoors and at the moment he is into climbing our kowhai trees in our 

Kindy. I asked Henry about it as soon as I’ve read your family moment and he told me that “throwing 

rocks” was his favourite part of the walk. Also, he mentioned that he didn’t see any “piwakawaka just 

a tui”. I didn’t know that there was a tunnel there (I should go check it out myself). I must say we 
really miss our bush walks in Tarikākā. We are currently revisiting our bush walk procedures to see 

how we can get more parent help so we can go for bush walks again.

I enjoyed reading this story with all the beautiful photographs from the walk and getting to know a 

little bit of your family history about this special place.

Henry, you have developed a love and sense of responsibility for nature as you grow in 

confidence as an explorer and leader of outdoors! It makes so much sense to me now why 

you show great kaitiakitanga (guardianship) and resilience you have in our Kindy…it’s 

because you always go for adventures outside with your whānau. I remember my previous 

conversation with you when you were talking about Tāne, the god of forest and how you like 

him cause he is strong just like you.
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www.environmentalkinship.org
hello@environmentalkinship.org

(freely available using paper or digital)

Don’t forget to register for 
the second webinar
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